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tion as a satisfactory instalment of their hopes. But
England would not unbend, save to promise an
iaqu^ry into the causes of the discontent, an offer
whichvleft Egypt unmoved.

Yet the High Commissioner's clemency produced
one satisfactory result; Rushdi Pasha, two days later,
formed a new Cabinet, stipulating only that he be
permitted to represent Egypt in London. While
awaiting a reply, the Prime Minister endeavoured to
restore discipline in the Civil Service. Unfortunately
his appeal to its members coincided with the birth of
a rumour that the Congress sitting at Versailles was
investigating the grievances of Egypt. The excitement
caused by the report was accentuated when forged
cables, asserting that Europe had called upon England
to evacuate Egypt within three months, were circu-
latedly widely, and accepted as exact. It was difficult
to undeceive the Egyptian. Vain and credulous, he
lent a willing ear to the improbable tale, believing
honestly that the Congress would set aside all other
business in order to attend to his complaint. More
fiercely than ever were the Civil Service urged to
stand fast, and besought to remember that any
weakening on their part at this juncture would be
interpreted in France to the disadvantage of their
country. Rushdi Pasha could not overcome the
effect of this propaganda. The Civil Service declined
to return to work and reluctantly the High Com-
missioner intervened. Under a proclamation dated
the 2Oth April 1919, he required, under pain of dis-
missal from the Civil Service, all officials to resume
their duties.1

1 The proclamation in question associated the Egyptian Govern-
ment with the Protectorate. The second paragraph of the Preamble
made that point clear :

* Whereas a number of officials and employees have recently deserted
their posts, and it has been made clear that they have taken this action
with the object of dictating a course of policy to the Government of